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A  CIVILIAN  OCCUPATION 

The  Politics  of  Israeli  Architecture 


Nacsonal  conflicts  are  characterized  not  oah  by  the  rapid 
protmo  of  tnym  inmfcrmincw,  bo  aho  by  the  iVw 
duration  of  bcMiy  am)  the  lengthy  bocautfa*  nttha- 
nttms  of  planning.  Together  these  form  the  vale  at  which 
temtorui  coofhn  are  plr.tr)  out  Throughout  the  hu 
century,  a  different  kirn)  of  warfare  hat  been  radically 
tram  forming  the  landscapes  of  Israel  am)  Palettme.  In  it. 
the  mundane  eiemeact  of  planning  am)  architecture  hr.c 
been  conscripted  at  tactical  tools  m  the  ttraeh  trace  strat¬ 
egy  seeking  national  am)  geo-political  objectors  m  the 
organization  of  spate  The  rdatioothtp  between  the  land¬ 
scape  am)  the  Israeli.  Palestinian  conflict  is  symbiotic.  The 
terrain  Aerates  the  nature,  infantry  am)  local  pomes  of 
confrontation.  aide  the  conflict  itself  it  manifested  most 
dearly  in  the  processes  of  (ansfaxiBafina.  adaptation, 
const  ruction  and  obliteration  of  the  landscape  am)  the 


and  planning  are  tysfemtacaSy  intarcmenealued  as  rhe 
etttomt  arm*  of  the  Ittaeh  Scare  planning  dec  moos  do 
nrx  often  follow  entena  of  economic  Ktunafalitv  ecolo¬ 
gy  or  efficiency  of  semcet.  rather,  they  are  employed  to 
serve  strategic  and  political  agendas  Space  becomes  the 
physical  emheduaent  of  a  maara  of  farces,  manifested 
across  the  landscape  a  the  comcroctirxi  of  roads.  htStop 


r  7hr  PtJaxi  tf  hrtth  Arthtuam  was 
)  In  the  tseae)  Association  of  lated 
Arckmecn  (lAl'Af  fee  the  lateraanoeal  I  moo  of 
.Azetitcer  t  Congress  a  Berkn  m  Jtdy  jooi  After  the  caea- 
kg  was  ccenpleted  the  I  ALA  withdrew  rheir  sepparr  of  the 
pcogxt.  canceled  the  eriubnon  and  tanned  the  taealr^ 

Rrirgjr.*  leather  mvcttigariotat  by  Headi  architects, 
schdars  photographers  am)  fanraafasu  addressing  the 
polmcal  tele  of  arebdermre  am)  plannmg  m  Israel.  this 
peoyeet  supplements  prevalent  hmoricd  and  pofatacd 
analyses  of  the  tmftct  with  a  detailed  description  of  its 
physwal  trassfareucaoes  Archcccruce  is  presented  as  a 
et  of  polnirs  asdi-Aat- 
:  1st  ark  Vilest  nun 
coo&ct  The  edabeace  at  Storefront  is  the  tint  pubfac 


The  ttpography  of  the  West  Bank  is  easily  identified  iM 
three  long  strips  of  land  running  from  north  to  soutl  Ike 
most  eastern  strip,  am)  the  lowest  in  deration,  n  the  ■' 
sparsely  populated  Jordan  Valley  To  the  west  rise  ih-  xgj-. 
and  steep  mouncams  of  Judea  and  Samaria  along  -.hose-  s 
main  ridge  most  targe  Pileumm  cities  are  located  I 
further  west  art  the  green  am)  fertile  slopes  of  Jodea  <gfl 
Samaria.  Here,  moderate  topography  arable  sod,  an  V 
abundance  of  water  am)  a  new  overlooking  the  coastal  f 
plain  make  tins  region  the  West  Bank's  .Area  of  High.  ■ 
Demand.  It  n  in  this  strip  that  most  Pafestii 
and  Jewnh  settlements  are  located 


i 


: 


In  a  strange  am)  almost  perfect  correlation  between  ari 
rude.  pokricai  ideology  and  urban  farm,  each  topogr , 
cal  scop  became  an  arena  far  different  phases  of  aha 

dement  pngtt.  promoeed  by  pofetacians  wah  various* 
agendas,  inhabited  by  settlers  of  dtrferenr  virologies  4 

Afferent  settlement  typologies. 

The  onkao  occupation  of  the  West  Bank  vegan  in  -it 
Jordan  Valley  dang  the  first  years  'if  beach  nfc  -  via 
1-tbrx  governments  <icfr-uf- ).  fifreen  agricultural  >* 
bgrs  Kibbutzim  and  Moshavmu  were  built  ■  a" 
the  labor  Harry  plan  that  sought  to  etubfash  a  sec-.rA 
der  with  Jordan  while  reiymg  on  the  principle  of  rJ 
mum  security  and  maximum  territory  far  Israel  ».-ha 
minitnsan  water  of  .Arabs  Following  the  pobtxal  CV 
about  of  IV —  tn  which  the  Izkad  parry  replaced  Lobu) 
gtwernmesr.  the  political  chmate  sa  brad  change 
Thereafter  scoees  of  new  settlements  were  estaf- 
the  mrmnum  regxm,  a  and  Hound  rhe  Haiemian 
with  the  latentioo  of  anoeurg  the  area 
tonal  crxxesssoms  for  the  pnee  of  a  tan 
Tel  Am.  settlers  could  purchase  their  own  red-t'ofed 
home  and  benefit  from  coesadrxal. -e  gtor.-ismenr  uhi 
dies  Beyond  the  ki«mb  incentive  of  these  sen 
the  tfaoli  from  the  plains  to  the  Ms  was  argued 
rhetoric  of  the  regeacxacioo  of  the  wd,'  as  am  of 
sceaal  and  tucxmd  renewal,  and  xnlzard  with  the  mm 
gsaiey  of  the  heights. 


Themountam  peaks  of  the  West  Bank  raids  Irm)  tfe*- 
sefaes  to  state  seizure  Land  ciwacrtlup  has  been  hard  a 
determine  ever  since  rhe  Ottoman  period  During 
One-man  times,  revadencs  paw)  tax  only  on  rhe  lands  A 
( lit r.  wed  These  lands  later  reverted  to  prmte  /•rer- 
alup  Whatever  land  could  be  proven  tn  be  under  cemfa  . 
ous  cuhnacwas  remained  m  private  Palestinian  CCWSKX*  : 
md  the  rest  was  deckarrd  Scare  Land  Paiesraccan  cufcfa. 
ed  lands  are  faund  masaly  on  the  slopes  and  m  the  nh 
where  the  agncafcucafc  Mutable  a&znal  tods  erode  4o» 
from  the  hmcscrmr  slopes  of  the  West  Bank  peaks.  Tig 


conuomms  islands  armed  peaks,  were  seized  fay  the  St 
The  West  Bank  sot  thus  drvsded  across  e  t  vertacal  am  In 
almou  every  area  the  Mbps  were  annexed  to  Israel  A 
facto,  ide  the  id  in bersveea  them  were  left  order 
Pales.- sun  ownership 


ered  from  the  awA  special  double -lens  aerial  camera, 
capable  of  registering  stereoscopic  unagrs.  was  acquired 
and  a  series  of  pbrxographir  sorties  sras  launched  The 
stereoscopic  camera  tt  designed  to  eapeure  two  umuitanc 
«vs  images  at  a  slight  angle  to  one  another  When  Viewed 
through  a  special  optical  instrument.  the  shades  of  gray  on 
the  two  flat  images  are  transformed  by  the  gaze  of  the 
mcefcgrnec  analyst  mco  a  three  dnuenuonal  Jwssnu  of 
depth,  reproducing  a  tabieTop  merle I  of  the  piine's  vertical 
perspective.  Phocotnctrxal  land  surveying  from  aerial 
photography  reproduced  ar  variable  scales  and  with 
remarkable  clarity,  replaced  the  cnniceraoad  Land-sur 
•eyed  maps  as  the  most  rapvd  and  practical  -way  of  repre¬ 
senting  the  territory 

This  mapping  was  the  end  result  of  an  mteesne  process  of 
phocr^aphy  analysts  and  class,  neat. on.  one  an  which  the 

terrain  was  chatted,  top-graphical  ones  drafted  dope  gga  - 
diears  calculated,  and  land  me  marked.  The  process  was 
so  complete  and  rapid  that  at  the  time  the  West  Bank  was 
hkefr  one  of  the  most  seen stvely  observed  and  pho- 
tograpfeed  terrains  in  rhe  world  This  proyeer  was  nor 
undertaken  as  an  digttnt  study  bur  rather  as  an  act  of 
estabfcsheg  aatwwaal  proprietorship  that  aarxipaced  a  spa¬ 
tial  reality  yet  to  come. 

Vertical  Plannint 

At  mtrMigrnrc  ataaiyvs  gave  stay  to  cartographers  and 
planners,  the  stereoscope  images  became  the  primary  tool 
with  wt-.xh  ropographtcal  hues  were  drawn  on  maps  and. 
on  or  c  a won.  eve*  prtmdtd  the  slate  fcc  the  design  work 
**e!f  The  process  of  senlement  coaurucnon  Marti  with 
planning  on  cop  <d an  ordKgonal-photcgrapbat  map 
farrho-pboto)  or  a  topographical  map  at  a  scale  of  i  ttpo 
Since  the  construe  tmn  of  the  mountain  settlements  texev 
utaccd  badAag  in  areas  with  steep  slopes  and  special  mor- 
phcfegTcai  ktaxm*.  the  terrain  was  dmded  into  sepa¬ 
rate  topngraphxal  undtam  and  each  svas  jflocated  a  drs- 
typeafaggt 


The  farms!  professes  whwh  hose  ovsa 
upgta^acal  comitwam  abwarb  the  laws  of  novrn  mo 
the  practxe  of  utban  design  The  farm  Law)  out  by  nance 
m  the  ipec  ific  soamat  tcntjMngf  becomes  rhe  I 


The  Vertical  Perspeetise 

Afaer  the  Stx  Days  War  m  iyk-. . 


reupued  by  the  Im- 
was^ntUy^- 


of  desefapenent.  The  auaun  settlcmcac  is  typdied  by  a 
pontile  of  concent rac  ceganuaraon  a  wtach  rhe  top»> 
graphical  coetours  ate  retraced  as  fares  of  mfrasirucrure 
The  roods  art  bad  oat  n  nap  arours)  the  saasmt  with 
the  water,  lewage.  dec  trxiry  am)  tefapboee  fanes  boned 
under  them  The  An  non  of  Iocs  is  e^ul  am)  reperjme. 
peuvsdmg  sraafl  per. arc  houses  pmaxmed  afaag  rhe  toods. 
Sgavusc  the  kackdrop  of  the  Imdif  ye  The  psiix  func- 
noos  are  ggactafly  located  wahm  the  laaerarytc  nog.  on 
the  highest  groom)  The  ideal  arringi  me  re  far  a  stud)  set 
dement  is  a  circle  However,  n  rrdiry  the  g'eetiy  of  the 
plan  w  dMrered  by  the  msnreat  demands  of  a  Kaghf. 
xregofar  topography  as  wefl  as  by  the  extent  am)  form  of 
avadable  Vice  land  Barber  than  examples  of  ordered 
farms,  settle  me  of  s  ate  maafcttarx.es  ed  anti-farms  the 
end  levies  of  caetxaL  land  use  am)  lopr-grapfaucal  con¬ 


i  al  scales.  The  arrange 

npmn  on  the  dm  hen 


axial  nsdufcry  lam)  lateral  mvmfuhtyl  onemed  m  two 
•hrectKAS  inward  and  ourward  The  inward  pure  protects 
the  srdt  cores  of  the  settlements,  and  the  ourward  '«e  sur¬ 
veys  the  bmheape  around  it.  The  setdemenct  create  a 
brgg -scale  setwzi  of  cmSon  fartificacxim.  generating 
tactical  territorial  sorveiOance  m  the  state  s  regxAtal  arate- 
gx  defense  plan.  As  a  fiaxiunenca!  cxgacizmg  prmupie. 

settlements  across  the  entire  territory  creating  a  network 
of  obiervatxxt  pomes  froen  a  topographical  surdpotnr 
this  principle  sited  the  settlements  on  summits  Froen  m 
urban  per  spec  foe  X  graded  the  layout  of  setdemeats  as 
rmg*  arosmd  these  sunumts.  posoxamg  homes  perpesvh- 
adar  to  the  A>pe  Arcmrecrurafly  x  was  integrated  mao 
the  arrangements  and  onectatKA  of  tooens.  and  fitufly  mao 
rhe  precise  pouu/rarg  of  winefawv 


Indeed,  the  form  of  rhe  i 
strutted  according  to  gerxnerrx  ggudefaees  that  unite  rhe 
effectiveness  of  sagjx  with  that  of  ipacui  exder.  thereby 
pc 'afar  rag  lagjxfaues  char  tunctxxi  to  actweve  Afferent 
farms  of  purer  scratepc  m  roerxxAiag  mam  traffic  arter¬ 
ies.  control  in  wtrkckng  Pdestmxan  towns  and  Tillages, 
am)  self  defense  m  ovedcxAmg  the  xnmedsate  surround- 
mg*  and  approach  roads  Settlement s  become,  n  efface, 
opexo l  devices  designed  to  exercise  eoexrol  through 
super,  naor.  and  wndbaec. 

By  plating  settlers  across  the  landscape  the  heoefc  govern¬ 
ment  is  ncx  merely  aeifazag  the  agree  *es  'if  state  power 
and  coocroL  namely  rhe  poke  and  army  far  the  iduumi 
tratxm  of  power,  rather,  it  drafts'  the  cr.fcjn  popubexm 
to  mi  peer,  control  lead  wbdue  the  Pdestnwan  pcpoljrxm 
Here,  an  mrrmwtfmry  deveiops  berween  whae  the  vet  tiers 
wane  to  set.  the  way  they  describe  am)  xnderteand  the 
panorama,  am)  the  way  that  their  eyesore  hepeked  for 
the  strategic  and  geopolitical  anas  of  the  scare  The  desete 
fax  a  ssegfe  farms  hrmx  is  being  mobdircd  to  serve  the 
'guest  fax  mdxary  Amautxxt.  while  an  act  of  Axnestxiry 
shremded  m  the  eosmetx  facade  of  red  ries  am)  green 


The  Horizontal  Panorama 

Settlers  turn  topography  into  stenography,  faxmmg  as 
exegxTxal  lamhtape  wxh  a  mesh  of  sc  ripe  oral  tagmfxacxa 
that  must  be  extracted  froen  the  panorama  am)  read 
rather  than  merely  vec*  So  lugger  seen  as  a  resource  to 
be  agncxfcuraOy  ex  mdtntndly  cult.-vaced  the  bexheope. 
mfaurd  wich  uaagRiary 
Wok  that  helped  tone  i 
pbee  'on  the  very  i 
In  the  adeo!  usage  of  the  pascoxal  landscape,  uucgral  to 
the  perspeerne  of  cofaaml  tradxxms.  rhe  admxafxa  of 
rhe  nwx  pantxama  is  always  viewed  though  the  wmAzw 
frames  of  mufernxy  The  unyulir  to  tetrcai  from  the  exy 
to  the  country  reasserts  the  virtues  of  a  simpler  fafc  close 
to  narare  If  draws  cm  the  opposaxzu  between  fatxary  and 
mnpferxy  rhe  sprmeanerjus  and  the  planeed.  notzvxy  am) 
faxeiggcaess.  wfaefa  arc  erxhmg  bur  the  oppowte  poles  of 
the  xtrs  of  nsm  that  screeches  berween  the  see  tie-meats 
and  cheat  Mrronmfaag  lamfecape.  funhema cxe.  "he  m-cre 
aexan  of  the  pvctace-v-yue  scesex  of  a  B&facal  laadscapt 
becomes  a  retrtaoen  to  an  axes  dam  oc  the  bad 


Wxhm  the  panorama  however,  lies  j  cruel  paraA/x  the 
very  thing  that  renders  the  landscape  Bibfacai  or  pov 
toraa  -  it  s  rraefarxmai  mhabnatxxi  and  col trvatvm  in  ter- 
races.  obve  exchar  A.  stone  Iniknp  and  the  presence  of 
fcievcal  is  prufaced  by  the  Palestinaans.  whom  the 
Jewish  settlers  came  to  replace  The  very  people  srhe.  cul- 
t crate  the  'green  obve  orchards  and  render  the  landscape 
Bibfacai.  are  themselves  excluded  from  the  panorama.  The 
Pafesexuaas  are  there  to  produce  the  scenery  and  then  Av 
appear  The  panejpex  arrangement  of  sight -fanes  therefaxe 
senes  two  comtaihctorv  agradav.  supemsson  am)  a  self 
imposed  sc'Xoma  The  Jewish  serrjemenrs  sopennipoie 
another  darma  of  laf  xadmal  geography  upoa  an  existing 
landscape  Se tilers  csjtMi  thus  see  only  other  scttiemeias. 
vgnexe  the  Pafesemton  towns  and  nBages.  and  fed  that 
they  hove  truly  arrived  as  rhe  people  without  bad  to  the 
bad  without  people 

lanrude  has  hecrxne  more  than  rhe  mere  rebrive  piwni 
on  the  folded  satface  of  the  terram.  It  fateraffy  fimcuosn 
to  eseaMnh  parafie)  geographies  of 'fine'  am)  "Third 
Vdiids  that  inhabit  two  Asa  met  pbnot  triofa  m  rhe  star¬ 
tling  and  emprecedeated  prezuaney  that  only  the  vertical 
dtmeawoo  «f  the  taounraaas  c odd  provide  The  landscape 
does  OCX  (amply  signify  power  rdarxxas  bur  Rmclxvos  as 
aa  lasmameae  of  Axmaaemo  and  cosxrol  The  extreme 
xhtraihp  thar  developed  berween  pofatxs.  srraregy  are) 
budAcg  pearlers  wxhm  rhe  top-^papby  of  the  Wrsz 
Bank  exposes  the  terrifying  role  of  the  most  ubarpwrout  of 
archxecraral  rypofagpes  Bather  than  the  craac  fame  lana 
»?• 


the  'Xganezotem  of  the  ’Best  Bank  has  created  mulripfc 
separarems  and  prosvsaoflu!  teajndanes  that  rebee  to  oee 
amxher  rhrough  sarveAjace  and  control  an  meemsifio 
trn  and  tamficatne  o*  power  that  could  le  achieved  ta 
thus  farm  ouly  because  of  the  pomculanty  of  the  terram 
By  xmcpuly  overfeeluag  the  vxdeis  where  most 
Pdescmsan  vAaggs  are  located,  the  serdemrnet  precipaat- 
ed  the  crearxm  «f  two  parale)  am)  setf-refetemtjl  rthm> 
narjcaial-gecgrapries  that  aamfest  themsches  afaeg  rhe 
xcttxoI  airs  m  the  physical  ila-zve  ace)  txkrzw  ' 

Serrleams  are  thus  erxfamg  hue  the  bw  grsrure  m  the 
■rbamzareei  of  enclaves  Perfecting  the  pofatxs  of  separa- 
tv».  sertnwon  am)  vvseial  control,  they  could  be  teen  os 
the  cad  cornfaion  ef  roaeempoeary  sxban  and  archarccrar- 
al  facaxrn s  such  at  sdutoa  dnefapmeoct  and  gated 
traauxes.  The  'W>  up  the  Vest  Bold  maun 
cruacafed  wxh  the  widespread  fi=gfar  of  the  mwMe  class 
from  cams  to  the  proeectzve  wafts  of  sotorbu.  Is  rhe  prm 
caple  of  extfasne  by-poM  toads  ready  thar  Afferent  from 

trays  wxhrxx  eua'  .Are  we  atrsafty  descries*  a  owpc 
place  whose  spexafiexy  readers  xt  scads  a  local  cucvoury- 
Or.  coaid  that  be  a  wears*  cote  tenarxa  of  caper  dm  gfaabai- 
tcatxae  and  xt  spatial  fift  our 

Bafi  Segal  aad  fcyd  Kimaa 


d <aatx ftipdx  f Ac t\Unn ef hetth Anhtmlmn  rAodfay 
Id  Segal  aad  Fyd  Vesrmm  wdl  be  pAfadied  n  Apcwg  aoog 
wxh  BXel  and  Ssrm  Press  It  uwkwfae  I'Sf'lww  tn  lane) 
Blue-  Kan  Ken»eC"a,  /.i  fl-e.  Narle.  Hxci  //Mm  i.k* r? 
Hi.  knmua.  Mdxm  Idukavk  fefce/kzl  Lem  Cneko. 
fndeoa  levy  Um  Pceask  Vfaaecm  fcrebard.  Kofi  Segd.  f/oe 
Sccr-i.  Fean  Tamil,  bmi  Tanaiewer  Led  Veumaa.  Pmd 
taker*,  ffeea  Trfeabd 


The  Stcecfacee  ukfams  nekades  weeks  far 
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Darnel  Bnxv  -  View  .(fax  Satowi 
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B-vefcm.  The  beach  fencer  far  I  fames  a  Ox  '«*»! 

Vsakm  Achafawa  fkaee  So.  *J  send  pfareopapta  as  dm  tfaaw 
cornier*  of  Vidcm  Vhsfaa* 


Thw  cahfaxaus  Vis  peufared  u  ufakearn  wxh  KAT 
Inaeanmt  far  f  'Ocvpevi  far  ISeika  eS.k  wM  geesenr  the 
exfafacxm  Termoeies' '  wared  fay  Antefas  frame 
ted  Vevzaun.  Bad  Segd  aad  Seefamv  Beam  a  June  aooj 
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